The comicall Hiftorie of 

to offices of fender curtcfie : J 

We all expert a gentle aunfwcne levvc ? . 

I ewe. I haue polled your grace ofwhat I purpofc, 

and by our holy Sabaoth haue I fworne 

to haue the due and forfet of my bond, 

il you deny if, let the danger light 

vp°n your charter and your Cifcics ffeedome ? 

Youleaske me why I rather 'choofe to haue 
a weight of carrion fleffi, then to receaue 
three thoufand ducats : lie not aunfwer that ? 

But fay it is my humour, is it aunfwer d ? 

What if my houfc be troubled with a Rat, 
and I be pleafd to giueten thoufand ducats 
to haue it baind J what, are you aunfwcrd yet 3 
Some men there are loue not a gaping pigge J 
Some that arc mad if they behold 9 Cat i & 

And others when the bagpipe lings ith note, 
cannot containe their vrine for affertion. 

Matters of pa/Gon fwayes it to the mcoda 
of what it likes or loathes, now for your aunfwer ; 

As there is no firme reafon to be readi ed 
why he cannot abide a gaping pigge i 
why he a harmelefle neccflarie Cat ? 
why he a woollen bagpipe ; but of force 
*»uff yeeld to fuch in euitable (hame, 
as to offend hitnfclfe being offended : 

So can I gtue no reafon, nor I will not, 
more then a lodgd hate, and a certaine loathing 
I beare tsfnthotno, that / follow thus 
a loafing fate againff him ; are you aunfwcred ? 

Ml- Tins is no aunfwer thou vnfeeling man, 
to excufe tbecurram of thy crucify ? 

Iewe. I am not bound to pleafe thee with my anfivro} 
B/tff. Doe all men kill the things they doe not loue ? 
lewe. Hates any man the thing he would not kill? 

Ba(f, Euery offence is not a hate at firff ? 

hrve. What wouldff thou haue a ferpent fling thee twice ? 
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the Merchant of Venice, 
i/ftfth. / pray you think you queflion with the /ewe, 
you may as welfgoe Hand vpon the Beach 
and bid the maine flood bate his vfuall height, 
well vfe queffion with the Woolfe, 
the Ewe bleake for the Lambe : __ 

You may as well forbid the mounfaine or I incs 
to wao- their high tops, and to make no noife 
whcifthey are fretten with the guffs of heauen: 

You may as well doe any thing moft hard 
as feeke to foften that then which what’s harder : 
his /cwifhhart ? therefore / doe bcfeechyou 
make no moe offers, vfe no farther meanes, 
but with all briefeand plaine conueniencie 
let me haue Judgement, and the /ewe his will ? 

Baff. For thy three thoufand ducats heere is fixe ? 
levee. 7f euery ducat in fixe thoufand ducats 
were in fixe parts, and euery part a ducat, 

/would not draw them, I would haue my bond ? 

Dak. How fhalt thou hope for mercy rendring none ? 
levee. What iudgment (hall /d read doing no wrong? 
you haue among you many a purchafl flaue, 
which like your Afles, and your Dogs and Mules 
you vfe in abiert and in flauilh parts, 
becaufeyou bought them, (hall / fay to you, 

•let them be free, marry them to your heircs ? 
yvhy fweat they vnder burthens, let their beds 
be made as foft as yours, and let their pallats 
be feafond with fuch viands, you will aunfwer 
the flaucs are ours, (b doe / aunfwer you : 

The pound of flefh which / demaund of him 
is deerely bought, as mine and / will haue if : 
if you deny me, fie vpon your Law, 
there is no force in the decrees of V enice: 

1 (land for iudgemenf, aunfwer, (hall I haue it ? 

‘Duke. Vpon my power / may difinifle this Courts 
vnlefle BeHario a learned Doff or, 
whom / haue fent for to determine this 




